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Let me hear how the words should sound 

 If I say a word wrong don’t ask me to say it again, unless I 
want to 

 Speak slowly and clearly so I can hear how you say the word.  For 
example: Child) look Mummy, a bish.  Adult) yes, a fffffish 

 Make sure you stress the sound that you want me to hear 
 
 
If you don’t understand me, be honest and say when you haven’t 
understood 

 Tell me what you have understood and ask me to repeat only the 
words you didn’t understand 

 Ask me to show you what I’m talking about 

 Ask me to give you more information (e.g. “I know you are telling me 
about an animal…does it live on a farm?) 

 Check  you understood me by repeating back what I’ve just said 
 
 

Try to focus on what I’m saying, not how I’m saying it 

 This takes the pressure off my production 
 

 
Simple listening games can help me to start thinking more about sounds 
and words.  

 Stamp or clap or jump along to the beat and rhythm in any music. 

 Can I clap out the syllables (the beats) in a word? (e.g. car, te-ddy, 
com-pu-ter) 

 Point out words you say in songs, books, etc. that rhyme (e.g. “cat, 
hat - listen, they sound the same”) 
Then say some more words that rhyme (e.g. mat, sat, bat) 

 If you start a short rhyme, can I finish it?  
       (e.g.” 1 2 3 4, I knocked on the ____”) 

 Play with rhyme- perhaps using family names. You can say real and 
made up words (e.g. Josh, mosh, losh, hosh) 

 Can I find somethings in the room beginning with a sound you have 
said? (e.g. ssss could be sofa or sock) 

 
 
Playing about with funny mouth shapes help me get to know how to 
move my mouth and tongue. 

 Sit in front of a mirror and practise moving your face into silly mouth 
shapes ~ can I copy you? 

 


