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Play & talk together  Pause and wait for your child to respond 
Be careful with too many questions  Copy what they say and add to it 
 

Daily tips for Playful Learning at Home – Number 6 

                 Up the ladder, down the snake! 

Snakes and Ladders is an old favourite and many families have a dusty old board in the cupboard.  

But it is also easy to make one by cutting out shapes from old magazines or junk mail and drawing 

with marker pen.  Or you could lay out a board outside and play with “live” pieces! 

All the family can join in if they want – and young children will be learning all about numbers, 

counting and quite a few other things while you all have fun together. 

 

 What do we need? 

A snakes and ladder board with pieces 

Or make your own – (paper, scissors, glue 

marker pen). Bottle lids for counters 

(different colours or marked for each 

player). Find some pebbles or similar and 

mark numbers 1 to 5 on them and hide in 

an old sock 

Or make one outside on the ground or a 

wall.  If on the ground, you can all be the 

pieces! 

If totally stuck, you can find printable 

boards online 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we do? 

Before you start the game, make sure you’ve found 

or made all the parts you need 

Take turns to either roll the dice or select a pebble 

from the sock.  Say out loud what the number is. 

Move the number of spaces indicated.  While each 

player does this, count together “1, 2, 3 …” as they 

move. 

If you get to the bottom of a ladder, climb up it.  If 

you get to the top of a snake, you have to slide 

back down! 

Play until you have a winner who makes it to 100 

Supporting a young child 

Your child may need some help with: 

• Remembering the rules 

• Taking a turn 

• Counting out each move 

• Coping with having to go backwards! 

You might decide to make a smaller board if that is 

easier to play – maybe 5x5 rather than 10x10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will your child learn from this 

play? 

Awareness of number names 

Moving and counting at the same time 

to a value up to …. 

Taking turns & having fun together 

Coping with setbacks & disappointment! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you take it further? 

Number the pebbles up to 10 or use two dice instead of pebbles and add the numbers on the dice 

together then move 

Your child can gradually take on more independence in playing and counting 

Make up new rules together – such as if you answer a question correctly, you don’t have to slide! 
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