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Making artwork doesn’t have to involve hours of careful brushwork. Sometimes the best pictures 

can be created in no time! This activity is one you can share – why not sit side by side with your 

child(ren) and show them how to do it by creating a masterpiece of your own? 

Let them make choices – which colour paint they want, choose their own straw, a big piece of 

paper or a little one. The more ownership your child can have over their painting, the prouder they 

will be when it is finished. 

 
What do I need? 

A tray (or bowl)  
Some washing up liquid   
Plain paper    
Spoons for mixing the mixture 
Straws     
Paint or food colouring 
 
 

 

 

 

 

What do we do? 

 Mix together the paint or food colouring 

(not too much is needed) and the washing 

up liquid.  

 Add some water until the mixture is runny 

enough to make bubbles when you blow 

into it through a straw. 

 Blow lots of bubbles using the straws 

 Gentle place your paper over the top of 

the bubbles to create beautiful 

masterpieces 

 

 Use the opportunity to talk with your child 

about shapes and colours. Remember to 

try to keep questions to a minimum – 

instead try describing what you see, e.g. 

“My picture has lots of green splodges and 

splats! It looks like a dinosaur’s footprint!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will we learn from this? 

Bubble Art is great to help children 

learn:  

• New colour and shape words  

• How to extend their language by 

describing their paintings 

• To make choices and express 

themselves  

 

 

 

 

 

TOP TIP 

Pierce a hole in the bottom of the straw. You will still be able to blow bubbles, but this will make it 

much harder for children to accidentally suck up any of the mixture! 

How can we take it further? 

Why not try using a few trays with a different colour in each and making multi-colour bubble 

pictures? 

What happens if you blow through two straws at once? 

 


