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Play & talk together  Pause and wait for your child to respond 
Be careful with too many questions  Copy what they say and add to it 
 

Daily tips for Playful Learning at Home – Number 18 

Spot the difference! 

 

 

Today is all about two of our most important, but often not noticed, skills.  Firstly, to be able to 

compare things, see what they have in common and what is different.  Nearly every decision grow- 

ups make uses this skill.  Secondly, to be able to see things (and situations) from more than one 

viewpoint.  It is a key social skill but also really useful for learning in the future. 

Sounds complicated, but we learn these skills through playing and talking together – games like 

Spot the Difference build brains! 

 

 
What do I need? 

A collection of objects in various 

categories for example 

Small toy vehicles, toy animals in 

categories i.e. farm animals, wild 

animals, fruit,  veg, leaves, stones, 

twigs, glasses,… 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we do? 

Play odd one out like this: 

• Child closes eyes 

• Choose three of your objects – two which 

are similar, and one which is an “odd one 

out”; could be two apples and a stone 

• Put them in a line and cover with a cloth 

• Ask your child to open their eyes and lift 

the cloth - What is the odd one out? 

If your child picks the right one, say “that’s right!” 

And explain why.  If your child picks the “wrong 

one”, they may have a reason they can tell you.  

You can talk about why they might be right, or why 

it might be a different one. 

If they seem to be choosing at random, go back a 

step and offer them two objects and play “same or 

different?” instead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will your child learn from this 

play? 

New words and ways of thinking 

About categories and comparing 

Observation skills 

Taking different perspectives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you take it further? 

Swap roles so that your child sets the puzzles – be prepared for some random ones! 

Use harder categories, such as colours, sizes, materials etc.  So two things you can eat, and one you 

can’t, etc 

Take it outside and use twigs and stones – they are much more interesting to compare 

Play during video calls with grandparents, family and your child’s friends for extra fun 
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